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AWfUAL  PJ^POR"’  0_P 
?.^DIGAL  OPPICE~OF  iMlTH. 

To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the 
Belper  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  the  31st,  , 

December  195 1» 

G-enerall^''  speaking  the  year  has  been  a satisfactory  one  from,  the 
point  of  view  of  health  and  welfare  in  the  district. 

Following  the  census,  the  Registrar  General' s estimate  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  area  mid  1951  is  28,230,  an  increase  of  over  5000  since 
the  previous  census  in  1931* 

There  has  been  no  appreciable  alteration  in  the  death  rate  per  1000 
population  of  12.22,  as  against  11.4  foi'’  1950.  The  birth  rate  of  13*85 
per  1000  population,  as  against  12.93  for  1950  shows  a slight  increase. 

The  nmiber  of  babies  who  died  under  one  year  of  ago,  i.e.  the  Infant 
Mortalitj^,  vras  9 “ the  equivalent  figure  for  1950  was  13* 

IVith  regard  to  notification  of  infectious  disease,  the  total  notifica' 
tions  for  the  year  under  roviev/  Y/ere  665  as  compared  v/-ith  245  for  1950, 

The  main  factor  responsible  for  the  marked  rise  was  the  increased  incidence 
of  measles,  which  accounted  for  472  of  all  the  notifications  received. 
Fortunately,  despite  the  heav^''  incidence  of  measles,  no  deaths  occurred 
attributable  to  it.  Throughout  the  country  during  the  year  1951, 
measles  vns  prevalent  in  epidemic  form,  indeed  duiring  March,  the  notified 
cases  were  the  highest  recorded  in  the  country  since  measles  became 
notifiable  in  1940, 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  for  the  past  five  years. 
During  the  last  ten  years,  throughout  the  country,  the  tremendous  fall  in 
the  case  rate  and  death  rate  from  this  disease,  has  come  about  because  of 
diphtheria  imm.unisat  ion.  Unless  children  in  sufficient  numbers  are 
immunised  against  this  infection  , there  remains  the  possibility  of  diph- 
theria again  assuming  a major  place  among  the  crippling  and  deadly 
diseases  of  children.  Every  effort  should  bo  made  to  encourage  parents 

to  have  their  babies  immunised  before  the  end  of  their  first  year  of  life 
unless  there  is  some  ver^^  definite  reason  against  this.  Those  children 
who  have  been  iiinmunised  in  babyhood  should  receive  re- immunisation  as  and 
when  required  , in  order  to  maintain  their  protection. 

During  the  year  23  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  vrore  notified  , as 
against  lli-  during  1950:  3 deaths  from  this  disease  v/ero  registered  as 
against  6 for  the  previous  year,  A more  vigorous  search  for  persons 
infected  is  novr  being  pursued  , particularly  by  mass  radiography  of  the 
chest  and  this  7ri.ll  no  doubt  be  partly  responsible  for  the  increased 
notifications  referred  to.  The  public  should  take  ever^'"  advantage  of 
m.ass  radiography  facilities  Yiiien  those  are  available,  as  the  prospects 
are  sc  much  brighter  r/hen  this  disease , like  any  other  , is  caught  in  its 
earliest  stages. 

6 cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  v/ere  notified  during  the  year.  It 
w^.s  net  found  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  those  infections. 


D'uring  1951  there  were  lLi.2  houses  erected  in  the  district  compared 
T/ith  J.26  in  1950  and  116  in  1949.  Whilst  this  steady  increase  in 
nc'j.ses  built  is  gratifying,  d'iff icultics , 7/-hich  are  national,  and  which 
everyone  would  like  to  see  removed  , have  prevented  any  more  houses  ’’'cing 
erected.  No  doubt  this  thorny  problem  v/ill  continue  to  excercise  the 
minds  of  all  persons  concerned  v/ith  it  and  s"me  considerable  period  elapse 
before  a solution,  satisfactory  to  all,  can  be  found. 


Before  concluding  my  report  I v/ould  like  to  emphasise  one  major 
cause  of  death  and  illness  not  commonly  appreciated  in  its  proper 
light,  that  is,  accidents  in  the  home.  It  is  not  usually  realised 
that  more  people  arc  killed  each  year  by  accidents  in  the  home  than 
die  by  accidents  on  the  roads.  It  comes  as  a shock  to  learn  that 
23  people  every  day,  die  follovdng  home  accidents,  or  nearly  one 
death  from  this  cause  per  hour  of  each  day.  The  people  particularly 
affected  are  those  at  the  extremes  of  age.  For  example,  nearly  1000 
babies  under  one  year  old  die  from  suffocation,  and  59  out  of  every  100 
fatal  home  accidents  occur  to  people  aged  65  years  or  over,  v/hen  falls 
are  a main  cause.  Lack  of  attention  to  defects  in  the  home,  neglect- 
ing items  such  as  fixed  fireguards  and  carelessness  is  at  the  root  of 
the  trouble.  If  people  will  give  some  thought  to  rectifying  defects 
and  simple  protective  measures,  including  attention  to  design  in  new 
houses,  together  with  reasonable  care,  such  accidents  could  largely  be 
prevented, 

I offer  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  unremitting  interest  and  care  given  to  all  the 
varied  problems  concerning  the  welfare  and  health  of  the  district, 

I also  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Mr.  Laycock  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  loyal  and 
efficient  service.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Clerk  and  the 
other  officials  for  their  alv/-ays  v/illing  and  ready  help. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

W.  DAVIDSON-LAl.'EB , 

M.C.,M.B.,  Ch.B.  ,D.P.H. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AM)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 


The  Belper  Rural  District  is  an  area  of  48*074  acres,  comprising  28 
parishes,  within  a circle  of  approximately  a ten  miles  radius  from  the 
Council's  offices,  extending  from  Matlock  Urban  in  the  north  to  the  Borough 
of  Derby  at  the  south,  on  the  east  touching  the  Districts  of  Alfreton, 
Ripley  and  Ilkeston,  whilst  Wirksworth  and  Ashbourne  are  on  the  western 
boimdary.  The  parish  units  have  no  common  standard  for  comparison,  but 
vary  very  considerably  in  area,  population  and  rateable  values. 


Representation  on  the  Rural  District  Council  also  varies,  one  parish 
sending  three  councillors,  and  in  other  instances,  one  representative  sits 
for  t-TO  parishes.  The  total  representation  is  30  councillors. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
Population,  I93I  census 
Population,  1951  estimated 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(Abstract  from  Rato  Books, 
211/2/52,  adjusted) 

Rateable  value,  (Allovang  for 
probable  adjustments) 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Rate  in  the  Common  Charges 
Total  loan  debt 
Debt  for  housing  only 
Houses  erected  during  the  year:- 
by  Council 

by  Private  Enterprise 
Total 


48  .074 
22  ,956 
28  ,230 


8,715 

£178 ,685 
£713 

17. 2d, 

£1;L03  ,020 
£942  ,034 

125 

17 

142 


BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births. 

196 

195 

391 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

190 

190 

380 

6 

5 

11 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

estimated  population 

13.85 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths.  (Under  one  vear  nf 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

9 

j-j-xcjgx-cimare 

- 

- 

Death  Rate  of 

Infants  under  one  vear 

of  ae:e. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 

23.6 

xnfantile  Mortalitv. 

Births 

- 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

23.0 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population 

Deaths  from  Cancer:- 

12.22 

Male 

Female 

Total 

(All  forms) 

29 

27 

5.6. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1951. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  year  1951. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

7 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

22 

18 

. .40 

Leukae  mia  , aleukae  mia 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

28 

50 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

16 

35 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

26 

27 

53 

Other  cirqulatorv  disease 

6 

4 

10 

Influenza 

5 

6 

11 

Pneumonia 

5 

8 

.13 

Bronchitis 

7 

9 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & d’uod  enm 

3 

1 

k..  . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

2 

2 

Nephritis  & nephrosis 

1 

3 

k .... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

3 

Pregnancy  . childbirth  . abortion 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  8z  ill~defined  diseases 

24 

26 

. 50  . .. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

9 

3 

12 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

TOTALS 

173 

172 

345 

2. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMTODATION. 

The  hospitals  to  which  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
in  the  district  may  be  removed  are  Derwent  Hospital,  Draycott 
Hospital  and  Infectious  Diseases  Annex.  The  Helper  Isolation 
Hospital,  which  is  situated  within  the  Urban  District  of  Ripley, 
is  not  staffed,  but  is  available  for  purposes  of  steam  disinfection, 
etc. 

Persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  infections  also  may  be  removed 
to  Derwent  Hospital  or  the  Walton  Sanitorium,  Chesterfield, 
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There  were  no  cases  notified  for  the  following  diseases 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Diphtheria 

Only  43  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  hospital. 
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TABUUTED  BELOW  IS  THE  A&B  INCIDENGE  OF  TIIE  CASES  OF  IKFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1951. 


Age 

Unknown 

Under  1 
year 

1- 

2- 

3” 

r 

4*" 

5” 

10- 

15“ 

20- 

1 

35“ 

45“ 

60- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

3 

2 

17 

3 

2 

29 

T.B.  Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

5 

1 

..23..., 

" Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

10 

ii 

37,, 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

..  5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

7 

8 

16 

12 

29 

1 

1 

75 

Measles 

k 

7 

24 

44. 

53 

69, 

262 

6 

1 

1 

1 

472  .. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

5... 

Enteric  Fever 

(Para-typhoid) 

1. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 ■ 

D}'- sentry 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pj^rexia 

2 

2 

Lymphocytic  Meningtds 

- ■ ■ 

2 

2. 

5 

12 

36 

58 

74 

84 

334 

34 

7 

21 

8 

17 

15 

665 

Again  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  dxaring 
the  year,  the  prevalence  of  inf ectiove disease  not  justifying  such  action. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMIMTIONS. 

Again  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  forwarded  the  following 
simmary  of  the  results  of  the  County  Bacteriologist's  examinations  (and  carried 
out  in  association  v/ith  the  Medical  Research  Council)  made  of  various  samples 
submitted  from  this  area  during  1951* 


Positive  Negative 


Enteric  group  of  organisms 

- 

26 

Brucella  Abortus 

1 

. . .1 

C,  diphtheriae 

•0 

14 

Vincent's  Angina  organisms 

1 

12 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

6 

. .24 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

2 

14. 

V/ater 

26 

35  

Milk;- 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

1 

4 

Phosphatase  Test 

- 

8 

Tubercle  Bacilli , Biological  Test 

- 

4 

Clinical  Specimens 

35 

18 

TOTALS 

72 

I60 

X Positive  - Unsatisfactory 

Negative  - Satisfactory 

Sputum  specimens  and  swabs  are  taken  by  the  medical  practitioners  and 
foiwAorded  direct  for  examination  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council's  bacteriologist, 
Tne  County  Council  Bacteriologist  and  the  County  Council  Chemist  undertake  »»n 
behalf  of  the  Coimcil  all  the  bacteriological  examinations  and  cjhemical  analyses, 

¥.  DAVIDSON-LAIffi, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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AI'TNUAL  REPORT  OF  TFm 
CHIEP  ’^iSTETAHY  MSHICTOR , 
lEBAH  1951. 


PHYSICAL  CRARACTERISTIC.g. 


The  Rural  District  oY  Belper  lies  to  the  south  of  Derbyshire,  The 
altitude  of  the  area  varies  very  considerably  from  I50  O.D.  at  Darley  Abbev 
in  the  South  to  1,000  o.D.  in  the  north  at  Ashleyhay.  The  River  Derwent 
entering  the  rural  district  at  Lea  Wood,  on  the  260  foot  contour,  flows  ^ 
from  north  to  south,  dividing  the  area  fairly  equally  into  east  and  west 
the  eastern  parishes^are  where  the  industries  are  found,  and  the  residential 
and  agricri/ tural  parishes  are  sited  chiefly  on  the  west  bank  of  the  River 
Derwent,  very  great  and  extensive  damage  continues  to  be  caused  by  opencast 
mining,  whole  farm  holdings  in  the  south  eastern  parishes  are  being  ripped 
open  and  tneir  fertility  will  be  lost  for  years,  ’^ere.  adjacent  to  dwellings 
It  IS  a source  of  grave  nuisance  arising  from  noise  and  dust, 

PRINCIPAL  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

in^recent  years.  Opencast  Mining , Agriculture  (largely 
milk  production)  , Lmestone  Ouarrying,  Cotton  and  Hosiery  Manufacturing 
give  employnent  in  the  area,  ‘ ^ 

STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  a part  time  appointment.  The  Chief 
Inspector  and  two  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full  time 

positions  as  Building  Inspectors. 

J Buildings  and  Housing  Section  of  the 

D par^ent.  The  Ministry  of  Health,  throijgh  the  County  Council,  re-imburse  to 

SaStar™li\rt  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  cf  Health  and  the 

Sanitar.,  Inspectors  as  applioahlo  to  their  Public  Health  duties. 

TATEE  SIEPLTCR. 

Mapper  ley  & Shipley  Water  Scheme  was  completed, 
supply  for  the  eastern  parishes.  The 

mSe  pleLSS'^sunnl^rf  Wf  formerly  supplied  by  Shardlow  E.D.C.  , has  now  a 
P-Lentiful  supply  of  better  quality  water  and  at  Shipley,  where  connections 
. • in  progress  last  year,  over  100  domestic  consumers  and  10  metered  supplies 

vSLy“ater“pSr^*Ioh  Bo^a-s  water  supply  to  the  D^went 

at  ooAenS  at  Portway,  Holbrook,  has  been  connected  up  to  the  new  6"  main 

aLpe^Lr^t^Lrall  ^ Pfeyiousp  taken  from  Derby  Corporation  has  been 
cispensea  with  and  all  the  properties  in  Holbrook  parish  at  Ooxbenoh  now  en-inw 
a much  improved  service  from  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Boa^d.  ^ ^ 

the  ve^^Sd  all  the  Council'  s'  wat®  supplies  during 

includSrCoiSicir5^useS^°hilS^lA^'^^-^+^^  new  .properties  (not 

to  the  m^ins,  ’ ^ ^ ^ existing  properties  havebeen  comected  up 

^atcr  Mano.ger,  has  furnished  the  proceeding  information 

witTan  «tSr  ?:d'p1p*?a^?oTof  ^ Properties 

there  are  255  houses  SthoS?  ^ Parishes.  In  these  s-ome  parishes 

their  area  of  supply  the  supply.  Derby  Corporation  include  in 

Cuar^S  haviS^I  255  do^^  of  Allestree,  Darley  Abbey,  Mackworth  and 

of  v^om  some  I90  fre^still  depLdenr^®^  estimated  population  of  7.329, 

om.e  lyu  are  still  dependent  upon  wells;  chiefly  in  the  parish  of  Mack^ori 

■ 5. 


There  are  private  mains  supply  in  the  parishes  of  Alderwasley , Kedleston 
and  Weston  Underwood,  In  the  parishes  of  Alderwasley,  Hazelvrood , Denby  and 
Kilburn,  36  properties  take  the  v/ater  supply  from  the  Belper  Urban  District 
Council  mains. 

The  Western  Parishes  Water  Scheme,  which  will  be  supplied  by  the  Derwent 
Valley  Water  Board , work  on  which  commenced  in  1950 , has  linf  ortunately  not 
made  the  progress  expected  , and  rhe  anticipated  linking  up  with  the  existing 
mains  at  Duffield  has  not  materialised. 

The  Borough  of  Derby  is  now  laying  water  mains  in  the  parish  of  Mack- 
-yTorth,  \.‘,is  parish  being  within  the  Borough's  area  of  supply,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated, li'.o  small  hamlet  of  just  of  50  domestic  premises,  early  in  1952,  will  be 
able  to  ■'•-ive  water  within  the  houses, 

P/.-m  the  above  statement  you  will  note  the  Council  supplies  6^;  of  the 
population,  other  Authorities  26,5^  or  that  91»3%  of  the  population  have  an 
adequate  water  supply,  A mains  suppty  will  soon  be  available  to  all  but 
isolated  areas. 

No  decision  has  been  reached  on  the  experiments  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  water  from  Dethick  Springs,  and  therefore  the  extension  of  the  mains 
into  the  Wheatcroft  area  has  not  been  proceeded  with  during  the  year. 

Population  supplied  from  public  mains  controlled 
by  the  Belper  Rural  CoTincil, 


Parish. 

Houses  served  by 

Population  served 

Population 

Mains. 

direct  to  house. 

served  by 

stand  pipes. 


Crich 

836 

2786 

Denby 

Dethick , Lea  & 

576 

1920 

Hv.iiov/ay, 

32A 

1080 

Duffield 

925 

3083 

Holbrook 

427 

1424 

Horsley 

196 

654 

Horsley  Wood  house 

397 

1324 

Kilburn 

611 

2037 

Pentrich 

29 

96 

Mapper  ley 

116 

388 

Shipley 

215 

717 

Smalley 

460 

, 1533 

South  Wingfield 

438 

1450 

Turnditch 

44 

146 

SEWERS  & SEWAGE  DISPOSi'lL, 


Again  we  have  to  report  that  no  major  extension  of  the  Council's 
sewers  have  been  made  during  the  year,  A gravitation  sewerage  scheme  is  in 
course  of  construction  in  the  parish  of  Kirk  Langley  where  the  Council  antici- 
pate the  immediate  erection  of  20  houses.  When  completed,  these  v/orks  will  be 

capable  of  dealing  with  the  village  sewage , though  at  the  present  time  it  is  not 
proposed  to  extend  the  sewers  in  this  district.  As  the  usual  practice  is  to 
select  housing  sites  where  main  drainage  already  is  available,  the  sewer  ex- 
tensions have  been  for  the  internal  development  of  these  schemes.  Capital 
expenditure  on  the  disposal  v/orks  again  has  been  at  a minimum,  and  the  effluents 
generally  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

It  is  a disappointment  again  to  have  to  report  that  no  real  physical 
progress  has  been  made  .with  the  Holloway  sewerage  scheme,  and  the  hamlet's 
sev/age  still  r^uns  direct  to  the  stream  and  river. 

Many  parts  of  the  old  sewer  are  laid  with  clay  joints,  and  from  time  to 
time  becomes  choked  with  tree  roots.  Short  sections  of  sewer  have  been 
constructed  for  the  drainage  of  new  properties,  and  these  lengths  are  laid  in 
such  port ions  and  diameters  as  shall  permit  their  incorporation  in  the  proposed 
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new  system.  The  new  council  houses  will  join  the  private  sewage  scheme  to 
which  the  adjacent  council  houses  discharge 


There  are  IZj.  outfall  works  sited  in  the  parishes  of 


Allestree  1 
Barley  Abbey  1 
Holbrook  1 
Horsley 

Wood house  1 
Smalley  1 


Crich  2 
Duffield  1 
Horsley  1 
Mapperlcy  1 
Quarndon  1 
South 

Wingfield  3 


and  are  m-::  • 'lained  by  a staff  of  10  men,  some  being  responsible  for  more  than  one 
scwacre  out ail.  Ho  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  "^/hich 

exist  v/it'^  3 joining  authorities  for  the  treatment  of  sev/age  from^ certain  areas 
of  the  ru>  ; district , and  approximately  8C^  of  the  domestic  premises  have 
available  . public  sevrer. 


Though,  in  most  parishes,  there  is  available  an  adequate  public  water ^ 
supply  and  efficient  drainage,  pail  closets  are  still  too  numerous.  Dialing 
the  year  62^  pail  cbse'^s  and  7 privies  have  been  replaced  by  W»C«*s.  This  result 
is  still  regarded  as  disappointing , as  the  Council  make  a contribution  towards 
each  voluntary  conversion.  The  districts  of  Denby  and  Kilbum,  where  sev/ers 
are  available,  still  remain  the  black  spots.  In  Denby,  only  one  conversion  was 
made,  and  in  Kilburn  28  pail  closets  were  converted. 

Tli:^  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  whole  area  are  estimated  to  comprise 

6711  W.C.'s 

19  Waste  Water  Closets 

1620  Pail  Closets 

334  Privy  Middens. 

12  existing  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers. 


HCUSS  .Tir-uSB  REMOVAL. 

- two  parishes  of  Mapper  ley  (II6  premises)  and  Shipley  (254  premises) 
ccntii^L.'-  bo  be  the  only  parishes  where  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  are  collected 
ty  con-'-ract.  Contractors  empty  the  few  pail  closets  in  the  parishes  of  Horsley 
Wrocihcu::v^ , Kirk  Langley,  Mackworth  and  Smalley. 

j-^'ect  Labour  Scavenging  Schemes  operate  in  the  remaining  parishes,  and 
one  te.-’ra  is  employed  solely  on  the  work  of  emptying  the  pail  closets  in  several 
parishes.  Only  petrol  vehicles  are  used,  comprising  7 cub.  yard  Karrier 
Bantams,  10  cub.  yard  Karrier  OK3  , 1-7  cube,  yard  Dennis,  1-10  cub.  yard  Dennis, 
1-7  cub.  yard  S.&.D.  Freighter,  whilst  a converted  Austin  lorry  fitted  with  a 
large  tank  makes  the  nightsoil  collection.  Normally  each  team  comprises  a 
driver  and  three  loaders.,  Wo  change  of  any  note  has  been  made  in  the  service, 

and  as  nightsoil  is  collected  principally  during  normal  working  hours,  the  best 
possible  conditions  of  labour  operate.  It  continues  to  be  most  difficult  to 
find  suitable  laboijr,  and  this  has  been  the  cause  of  many  complaints  that  a 
reg'alar  collection  service  had  not  been  maintained.  The  refuse  is 

disposed  of  by  tipping,  tips  being  provided  in  various  parishes,  to  avoid,  as 
far  a-'  possible,  long  hauls.  The  two  large  tips  in  the  parishes  of  Crich  and 
Dar  • Abbey  are  maintained  on  the  "control'  system.  The  other  tips  at  Horsley 
and  Kirk  Langley  are  straightened  up  after  use. 

The  cost  of  Scavenging  Schemes  for  the  year  1951  totalled  £15,896,  the 
equivalent  of  a rate  of  l/lOd.  in  the  £,  or  an  average  cost  of  almost  37/“  per 
house. 
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POOD  cS:  DRUGS  ACT. 


In  administering  this  Act , v/e  have  found  it  necessary  to  condemn  as 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man:" 


Small  sized  canned  goods  ~ 


8 tins 
12  lbs 
2 tins 
1 tin 


meat 

tinned  ham 
vegetables 
milk 


Large  sized  canned  goods  ~ 


50  lbs 
6 lbs 


cooked 

corned 


Other  foodstuffs  - 


1 pig’ s carcase 
15  lbs  pork 
26  lbs  beef 
lib . 6 ozs  .butt  er 
6^  lbs  sultanas 
50  lbs  currants. 
11  lbs  cjheese. 


The  above  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

A.-  in  previous  years,  an  inspector  employed  by  the  County  Council  acts 
as  sampling  officer  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  and  no  samples  have  been  taken 
of  food  or  drugs  by  your  inspectors 

The  County  Analyst , Mr,  R.F,  Sutton,  B.Sc.  P.R.I.C,  , P.C.S.  has  given 
me  the  following  information:- 

"'.U  ring  the  year  1951,  82  samples,  including  21  milks,  were  taken, 
unl-r  ;.ie  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Belper  Roiral  District  Council. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  a sample  of  milk  seriously  defici- 
ent fat.  The  vendor  was  fined  £3.  together  with  £1.1.0.  Costs. 

tv.o  other  samples  of  milk  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water  and  the 
ve'v'  were  cautioned,” 

. ae  rema.vaing  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory”, 

gain  there  is  a ”Nil”  retiarn  relating  to  cases  of  ”Pood  Poisoning” 

(Pood  ri  Drugs  Act , 1938)  for  the  year  1951* 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Last  year , I commented  that  the  inspection  of  dairy  farms  and  milk  pro- 
duction v/as  no  longer  a duty  to  be  carried  out  by  your  inspectors , this  now 
being  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Persons  carrying 
on  the  trade  of  dairymen  from  other  premises  must  be  registered  by  the  Local 
Authority,  As  milk  sampling  also  is  no  concern  of  this  local  authority,  not 
until  milk  beomes  suspect  as  the  cause  of  an  epidemic,  is  the  active  interest 
of  the  department  alerted, 

fL.  .L^THT’ERHOUSES, 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  one  slaughterhouse  had  come  into  use  again. 

This  was  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  for  bacon.  Those  carcases,  which  upon 
examination,  are  not  suitable  for  bacon  are,  vdth  all  other  offals,  transferred 
to  the  meat  ration. 
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INSEBCTIONS . 


Nijmber  killed 

. 

xdgs . 

131 

Number  inspected 

131 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis 

1.35 

As  in  previous  years , the  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  continues  to 
take  place  at  slaughterhouses  outside  the  district,  and  the  dressed  carcases 
arc  graded  and  distributed  to  retail  butchers'  shops  within  this  area. 

Under  these  conditions,  the  butchers  must  accept  the  quality  of  meat 
allocated  for  their  ration,  and  carm*t  exercise  that  judgement,  which  by  years 
of  experience  they  have  acquired. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 f requires  that  only  those  persons 
who  hold  a licence  shall  slaughter  or  stun  animals  for  food  for  human  consumption. 
The  Ceuncil  have  issued  28  such  licences  during  1951* 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

Prom  all  causes,  665  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  as  against 
245  in  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  420.  The  increased  notifications  of 
measles  (4II)  almost  alone  accounted  for  this  increase,  in  fact  more  cases  of 
measles  were  notified  during  1951  than  notifications  of  all  infectious  diseases 
during  each  of  the  five  precoeding  years*  Whooping  Cough  at  75  notifications 
was  the  second  prevalent  disease. 

It  is  routine  practice  to  visit  the  premises  and  investigate  any  possible 
source  of  infection.  Disinfection  is  done  with  formaldehyde  gas, 

M0\r5A3LS  DV/ELLINGS. 

The  Council  have  licensed  three  areas  as  camping  sites,  all  adjacent  to 
each  other,  in  the  liVhatstandwoll  district  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Derv/ent  and  some  5 miles  south  of  Matlock, 

These  camps  cover  an  area  of  approximately  20  acres  and  arc  licensed  to 
accommodate  120,  120  and  i60  vans,  tents  or  sheds,  a total  of  4OO, 

There  v/ould  appear  to  bo  a falling  off  in  the  popularity  of  camping 
Holidays,  and  during  the  year  the  camps  have  attracted  less  publicity  and 
unf  a V our  able  c ommen  t • 

^-idditional  to  these  camp  sites,  licences  have  been  granted  to  51 
individuals  to  sta.tion  and  occupy  caravans  vdthin  the  nral  a.rea.  Scattered 
over  the  district  as  isolated  units,  these  rarely  are  the  cause  of  complaints, 
uefore  licences  are  issued,  the  proposals  are  submitted  to  the  Area  Planning 
Officer  for  comment  and  recommendation. 

The  County  Council,  as  Planning  Authority,  served  enforcement  notices  on 
the  licensees  ur-der  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947^  Section  73 f 
requiring  them  to  discontinue  using  certa.in  land  as  a site  for  temporary  dwellings. 
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Tho  appeal  of  one  licensee  was  Owllowed  on  the  fci.ct  that  the  use  of  the 
fields  for  temporary  dwellings  was  begun  before  ^rd  March  1936. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  & OTHUR  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Pilling  Materials  Act,  1951  j s-  Act, 
requiring  the  licensing  of  premises  for  manufacturing  or  storing  rag  flock, 
is  one  with  little  application  to  your  district,  in  fact  no  such  premises  have 
been  registered.  The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  ensure  that  the  different  kinds 
of  scheduled  filling  materials  for  upholstery  shall  be  clean  and  free  from  any 
contamination,  and  provides  for  the  ta.king  of  samples  for  testing  by  prescribed 
analysts.  Much  public  opinion  considers  this  one  aspect  of  sanitation,  which 
in  the  past,  has  been  sadly  neglected. 

FREVMTION  OF  DAlfiAG-E  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Invariably  tho  complaints  received  of  infestations  are  associated  with 
the  keeping  of  fowls  etc,  adjoining  properties. 

They  are  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  by  the  Council's 
foreman.  When  treatment  is  required,  prebaiting  and  poison  baiting  is  done 
by  the  foreman,  who  has  attended  tho  Ministry's  course  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations.  The  mileage  covered  in  the  course  of  this  work,  as  shown  by 
tho  Council's  claim  for  the  Ministry's  grant,  is  remarkable,  and  indicates  the 
thoroughness  of  the  supervision.  Principal  attention  is  given  to  the  refuse 
tips  and  sewage  works,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

No  contracts  have  been  entered  into  with  any  firms,  but  business  premises 
are  charged  for  the  service. 

This  systematic  extermination,  which  has  been  exercised  in  recent  years, 
appears  to  have  been  so\  successful  that  on  the  tips,  v/here  reservoir  infestation 
previously  existed,  the'^^trace  of  even  minor  brooding  grounds  is  very  unusual, 

\ 

During  tho  year  ending  the  31st  December,  I95I5  114  promises  wore 
inspected,  94  were  found  to  bo  infested  by  rats  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
treat  82, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  tho  number  of  "block"  control  schemes  carried 
out  vi/ero  6, 

GENBRAL  SAJ^IITARY  ADfflNISTRATION . 


Tho  following  summary  of  tho  activities  of  tho  department  have  been 
forv/arded  to  tho  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  inclusion  in  his  Annual 
Report  on  the  Conditions  of  the  County,  


No,  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Made 

Bakehouses 

4 

Dairies 

13 

5 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

58 

6 

ice  Cream  Premises 

56 

12 

I'O.lk  Distributors 

24 

5 

Moveable  Dv/ellings  (a)  Sites 

3 

17 

(b)  Dwellings 

51 

. 91 

Outv/orkers 

80 

Shops 

20 

Slaughterhouses 

i 

14 

Knackers  Yards 

2 

SA'.IPLIITG. 


No,  of  Samples 

Taken 


Sat,  Unsat, 

V/ater  fa)  Mains  5 4 

(b)  Other  sources  14  5 9,... 

10, 


WATER  SUPELIBS. 


No,  of  houses  in  District  connected  to  mains 
No,  of  houses  in  District  supplied  from 
standpipes  on  mains 

No,  of  houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 
standpipes  or  mains 
No,  of  connections  made  during  year 
(a.)  existing  houses 

(b)  new  houses 

(c)  other  premises 


Estimated  Population 

Involved, 

.7748. 

24,793 

46 

154 

921 

3,080 

14 

135 

3 

46 

DRAINAGE. 


Estimated  Population 

Involved, 


No,  of  houses  in  District  connected  to  sewers  698O  22,361 

■"  "not  '•  ••  1730  5,76b 

connections  made  during  year:-  

(a)  existing  houses  12  ,40 

(b)  new  houses,  including  Council  Houses  142 463 

(c)  other  premises  5 

No,  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  f.C.'s  7i  238" 


HOUSING, 

‘New  Houses  erected  during  year  by;- 

(a)  Local  Authority 

(b)  Private  Enterprise 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  bo  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
No,  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  Local  Authority 
No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted 

No.  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  approved  by  Ministry 


125 

.17 

258 

.77. 

17 

....5,8,. 

8.. 

1 

14 

i 


^ The  Council  have  continued  to  make  progress  with  their  housing  programme, 
having  completed  125  houses  in  4 parishes,  i.e.  Duffield  - 23,  Holbrook  - 22, 
^Iburn  - 50,  Smalley  - 30*  The  list  of  applicants  for  housing  accommodation 
indicates  that  the  substandard  properties  must  continue  to  provide  living  space,^ 

A comparison  of  the  lists  of  applicants  over  the  last  few  years,  shows 
there  is  little  noticeable  reduction  in  the  numbers,  but  the  lists  cannot  bo 
accepted  as  being  a true  picture  of  need. 


The  cases  of  real  hardship  are  being  dealt  with  as  houses  become  available 
in  the  various  parishes-,  and  those  applicants  are  being  replaced  on  the  list  by 
others  v/hose  claim  is  less  urgent. 

The  houses,  alleged  by  applicants,  to  bo  in  a bad  state  of  repair  are 
inspected  and  appropriate  action  taken,  alv/ays  endeavouring  to  retain  the 
property  as  a housing  unit. 
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Unclor  the  continued  restriction  of  rents,  the  maintenance  of  old  property 
in  a reasonable  state  of  repair  presents  a vexatious  problem.  To  carry  out 
minor  repairs,  many  months  income  from  the  property  may  be  expended  and  on  many 
occasions,  when  dealing  with  vacant  property,  the  owner  has  been  advised  to 
consider  the  financial  implications  of  the  Council's  requirements, 

INSPECTIONS , Your  Inspectors  have  made  inspections  of  77  houses 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  report  to  the  Coimcil 
that  17  properties  v/ere  in  such  bad  state  that  repairs  could  not  be  executed 
at  a reasonable  cost.  Fourteen  of  the  owners  gave  undertakings  to  recondition 
their  houses,  which  undertakings  were  accepted  by  the  Council,  One  house  was 
demolished. 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  three  premises  under  Section  44  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  against  which  the  owners  appealed.  When  the  case  came 
up  before  the  Court,  it  was  temporarily  adjoimcd  to  permit  a conference  between 
the  owners  and  the  Council  to  be  held.  It  was  mutually  agreed  for  the  Coimcil 
to  do  the  work  of  conversion  and  to  collect  the  rents  from  the  properties  over 
a period  of  years.  On  this  understanding,  later,  the  Bench  adjourned  the  case 
sine  die.  After  the  work  had  been  completed,  the  owners  of  the  property  re- 
imbursed the  Coimcil  the  full  cost  of  the  scheme  out  of  the  sale  of  one  of 
the  houses, 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948, 

Part  1, 


Inspections,  Number  on  Register,  Inspections,  Written  Notices, 

(1)  re  Sections  1,2,3 ,4 

and  6,  1 


(2)  Factories  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced*  57  7 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced, 

38  7 

Part  Vlll, 

Outv/ork  (Sections  110  and  111),  , 

No,  of  Outworkers, 

Wearing  apparel  72 

Lace  making  8 

80 


May  I again  thank  the  Council  for  the  confidence  placed  in  me,  and  for 
thdfco-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Also  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  unstinted  assistance,  I 
desire  to  express  appreciation. 


(Signed)  JAIvIES  LAYCOCK, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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